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STIMULUS TO THE RESCUE

FEDERAL STIMELLS MONEY i flpaving into port
projects in Baltieave and Houston, iseleceri-
fying truck stop parking spaces in Alabama
amel Tonnessee and will revanp roads leading
into an industrizal park in inals.

And fhese axamphes of feeight-related
spending under the Americon Recovery
and Taimvestment Act do not even inclhde
oy pauring outof the Department of
Trunspartain,

By Tare August, the DOT was cutting
stimubus checks totaling = $250 miflion or
yore waeldy, rainly 1o pay bills oo early
or “shovel-rendy™ infmstructuns repairs to
voads, bridges, alrports or transicsystems.

The DO hail paid aut $2.02 billion by
s 21, enave than daabling stimulus dis-

Fupsermenis ina single mnth and giving

Ereater mpmenium fo the transpartation-
velated spending many lawmakers believe
shauld be o grearer part of 30 cconomic
roCOVErY [rogram.

The feeighttranspoescacion spending did
e inelude most of the eost of the 53 billion
“pgsh-foreclunkers™ mutomabile incentive
progra. Transportation Secretary Ray
LaHeed declared that program “wildly
successhal” after it generated sales of nearly
700,000 nev vizhicles, ran out of momey in
just anemanth and spurred same automik-
ers to increage production, pushing mare
deliveries o Factories,

wiwe have helped jump-start the econ-
ey with that peogram, Lo oad said.

Sepnrate from the clunkers program,
the Feeral Highwoy Administration had
spent 512 billion on road repivs and ocher
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canstruction prajects by A, 2L, accounting
far minst of the DOTs stimubus action, That
ageney approved projects rotmling $19.1 bil-
lion or 67 percent of its total, sid eore than
half ofitwas backing 3,351 projects currently
under way.

The full stimulus is projected to cost
787 bil lipiw All fodernl agencies through
A 24 liad paid out £8:4.6 bilkion, ar nearly

11 percent of their two-year aral, and shli-
sraed $206 billiom for approved projects,
dore swnrds are coming seon, One DOT
account imder the Federal Railroad Admii-
jstraticn will spend 56 billion to expand
passenger mit service. States had fo submit
applicatians by midnight Aug. 24 for grants
thiey could mestguickly put to use. A week
afber the dendling, an FRLA spolesman said
the aguney still did not have a final tally,
although reports indicated thesies sought
much pnave thon the FRA wonld bave.
Ellinais alone asked for 8550 million
I the Adg. 24 roind, said Geonge Welser,
bisrean ehief of rilroasds for the state’s rans-
partation department Some af that waukl
o inte Chicaga-area hub congestion prof-
eots that are 1 top rail industry priociz.
Weber snid the state plans to seek
anacher 5300 million for Chicago raii proj-
cots undera separae 515 Lllion grant fund
thit LaHood will disburse for projects ha

Federal spending reaches array of projects, from harbor drayage to rails to truck stops

choosies; That fund has u applications dead-
Tine of Sept. 15, LaHoad said he would divect
snme money from the fund toseaparts.

tither apeneles also nre helping freight
pperations, On Ang. 27, Cammerce Secrelary
Gary Lacke awarded 52 million in coanomic
dewelopment furds o improve roads leading
ta aCenteabia, 11, industrial park,

The Enviranmental Protection
Ageaney recently sent 33,5 million in diessl
emissinns-reduction geants te the Port of
Baltimoare to help buy new trucks and curb
locomotive or tigboat amissions with
eguipment upgrades,

The Housten-Galveston Area Councll,
Fipuston Port Authority ind Envirainiental
Diefiense Fund partpened w lineup o &9 mil-
lion EPA grant for 2 revalving foan fund to
help cancainer dravage truckers replace old
and direy triscks with new ones, or pay
add EPA-approved “Smartway" devices to
curh engine exhaust.

Shelley Whitworth, program manager
for H-GAC, said the pregram will help
ling up ather state and federal ail fos equip-
ment, but because that aid weuld only
cover some of The coses, the ERA-funded
loang coubd malks the diffetenee for many
truckars.

She said planners estimare “this lonn

am eat conkme 1o exist ot keastwt]
2013, with additsonal leans buing made s
funds are repasd.”

At the Alshomn Clean Fuels Coalition,
Exeeutive Director Mark Bentley said his
group woulkd use 2 51.25 milliony EFA stimag-
Tus grant to help install Cabalre electrical
aecessory units ol bwo commerginl truck
=taps in Alabama.

That would add 1040 new parking spaces
— 50 ench a1 Montgemery and Loxey sear
Mohile = where truckers con attuch the
secessory devices, turn off their engines and
thereby suve el and cug enslssions. ee

Conloct jaha & Bopd ¢ jGopd@es com.
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